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money    the  signification of pleasure on Bills reserved,1—shall
V° 6 '      extend and apply to the Legislatures of the several Pro-
vinces as if those provisions were here re-enacted and made
ance of Provincial Acts. Sir John Macdonald laid down in a Memoran-
dum in 1868 the general course that should be pursued with regard to this
subject by the Dominion Government. * In deciding whether any Acts of
a Provincial Legislature should be disallowed or sanctioned, the Govern-
ment must not only consider whether it affects the interests of the whole
Dominion or not; but also whether it be unconstitutional, whether it
exceeds the jurisdiction conferred on Local Legislatures, and, in cases where
the jurisdiction is concurrent, whether it clashes with the legislation of
the General Parliament; as it is of importance that the course of local
legislation should be interfered with as little as possible, and the power
of disallowance exercised with great caution. Only in cases whefe the
law and general interests of the Dominion imperatively demand it, the
undersigned recommends that the following course be pursued: That, on
receipt by your Excellency of the Acts passed by any Province, they be
referred to the Minister of Justice for report, and that he with all con-
venient speed do report as to these Acts, which he considers free from
objection of any kind j and, if such report be approved by your Excellency
in Council, that such approval be forthwith communicated to the Provin-
cial Government.
'That he make a separate report or separate reports on those Acts which
he may consider:
 *	1. As being altogether illegal and unconstitutional.
 *	2. As illegal or unconstitutional in part.
c 8. In cases of concurrent jurisdiction, as clashing with the legislation
of the General Parliament.
14. As affecting the interests of the Dominion generally: and that in
such report or reports he gives his reasons for his opinions.
'That when a measure is considered only partially defective, or when
objectionable, as being prejudicial to the general interests of the Domi-
nion, or as clashing with its legislation, communication shall be had
with the Provincial Government with respect to such measure, and that
in such case the Act should not be disallowed if the general interests
permit such a course, until the Local Government has an opportunity of
considering and discussing the objection taken, and the Local Legislature
has also an opportunity of remedying the defects found to exist/ (Can.
Sess. Papers, 1870, No. 85, See The Correspondence and Reports of the Minister of
Justice and Orders in Council upon the Subject of Dominion and Provincial Legisla-
tion, by W.K Hodgins, 1867-1908. Continued by F. H. Gisborne, 1904-6.
Monro, Constitution of Canada, p. 260, points out that from 1867 to 1882,
out of 6,000 Acts only 31 were disallowed; 14, however, were disallowed
from 1888 to 1887.)
1 The power of reserving Bills was only given with the view of pro-
tecting Imperial interests and the maintenance of Imperial policy. Ac-
cordingly, * in any Province the Lieutenant-Governor shall only reserve
a Bill in his capacity as an officer of the Dominion and under instructions
from the Governor-General.' (Sir John Macdonald in Can. Sees. Papers,

